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“The (More Than Words) program provided us
with a multitude of ways to open up verbal
communication for our son . . . I strongly believe
it has given Kevin the building blocks to develop
his language skills .. ."

Patricia Baird, mother of 4-year-old Kevin

“More Than Words is a ‘must-have’ reference
for parents of children with Asp, and for
professionals supporting parents. More Than
Words addresses the very specific challenges
posed by children with AsD, using strategies
drawn from and based on the Hanen Program,
an empirically validated, child-centered develop-
mental approach to supporting children’s
communication development. More Than Words
respects the need for parents to be parents and
for children to be children — and to learn as
children learn using developmentally appropriate
practices. Parents and professionals will love this
book and the Hanen approach.”

Barry M. Prizant, Ph.D., ccc-sLe. Director,

Childhood Communication Services, Cranston, RI.

Adjunct Professor, Brown University Center for the
Study of Human Development.
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In 1995, The Hanen Centre adapted It Takes Two

to Talk, its program for parents of pre-school
children with language delays, to meet the needs
of children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (AsD)
and related social communication difficulties. The
More Than Words Program, like It Takes Two to Talk,
empowers parents by giving them the tools to
facilitate their children’s interaction and communi-
cation skills.

More Than Words
derives its
theoretical basis
from the same
social interaction-
ist perspective

as It Takes Two to
Talk, emphasizing |

the child’s every-
day activities as the context for learning to commu-
nicate. In addition, More Than Words incorporates
current best practice guidelines, emphasizing the
importance of affect, predictability, structure and
the use of visual supports to enhance learning in
children with AsD.

Program Format

Each More Than Words Program can

accommodate eight families and is led by a Hanen
Certified Speech-Language Pathologist. The entire
program lasts 13 weeks.

Each program includes:

® an orientation meeting

= a pre-program consultation

= eight group training sessions for parents
(usually 2 hrs each)

= three individual video feedback sessions for
each family, conducted by the Speech-Language
Pathologist either in the family’s home or at
the centre

= a written report by the speech-language pathologist

= parent evaluation of the program

The More Than Words Program isn’t designed to
replace other treatments for children with AsD.
Parents who are involved in treatments like Applied
Behaviour Analysis are encouraged to share this
information with the Hanen Certified Speech-
Language Pathologist leading the group, so that

she can integrate what the child is learning in other
situations into the personalized video feedback sessions
conducted during the program.

The More Than Words Program is supported by a beautifully illustrated guidebook and
teaching videotape which are available to anyone interested in promoting social and
language development in children with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
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The Hanen Centre is a non-profit charitable
organization committed to helping children
communicate to the best of their ability and to
providing parents, caregivers and teachers with
the knowledge and support to make this a reality.

Over 25,000 Speech-Language Pathologists and
other professionals in 100 countries use Hanen
resources in their work with parents and care-
givers of young children.

In addition to the More Than Words Program,
The Hanen Centre has developed programs and
resources for:

= parents of children with language delays:
It Takes Two to Talk — The Hanen Program® for
Parents — provides training to groups of parents
whose children have language delays.

This program is supported by a parent
guidebook, It Takes Tiwo to Talk, and teaching
videotapes.

Materials are also available in Dutch, English,

French, Hebrew, Korean, Portuguese and Spanish.

= early childhood educators/ preschool
teachers:
Learning Language and Loving It — The Hanen
Program® for Early Childhood Educators/
Preschool Teachers — provides training for
groups of educators/preschool teachers, with
a focus on those who work with children who
have language delays or are at risk.

This program is supported by a teacher’s
guidebook, Learning Language and Loving It,
and teaching videotapes. Materials are also
available in French.

Programs developed at The Hanen Centre are led
by Hanen Certified Speech-Language Pathologists.

Hanen Workshops for Speech-
Language Pathologists

Hanen Workshops are designed for Speech-
Language Pathologists who provide service to
pre-school children with language delays. In
these workshops, Speech-Language Pathologists
learn how to lead Hanen Programs for parents
of children with language delays.

During a Hanen workshop, Speech-Language
Pathologists learn practical ways of providing
groups of parents, teachers and other caregivers
with the information and support they need to
promote children’s language learning.
Participants are exposed to the principles of
adult education and how these are creatively
applied to the Hanen model of group training
so that individual needs and learning styles are
accommodated.

In order to be trained to lead More Than Words
Programs, Speech-Language Pathologists must:
= be Hanen certified to lead It Takes Tiwo to Talk
= have at least two years of clinical experience

Presentations

In addition to offering workshops, The Hanen
Centre has designed presentations on all of its
programs for Speech Language Pathologists as
well as for other interested and/or related
professionals and parents.

For information on Hanen Programs, attending
or hosting Hanen Certification Workshops and
presentations:

= visit our website at www.hanen.org

= e-mail us at info@ hanen.org

= or call 1-416-921-1073 (Toronto, Canada)

The More Than Woids Guidebook

The More Than Words Program is supported by information in the guidebook:
More Than Words by Fern Sussman. This book presents strategies designed to help

parents help their child attain the following four goals:

rage your child to interact with you
rything you do together.
1. Engagement in frequent enjoyable two-way
interaction
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Support your child’s communication with others.

Help your child progress from pulling
o leading you to what he wants.

2. More mature and conventional communication

One slice,
please.

With or
without
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3. Learn to communicate for different purposes

and with different people (e.g. to request an
object, to request a social game, such as
“Pat-a-Cake,” to greet, to comment)

4. Improved understanding of language

These four goals are the foundation of the More Than Words Program.
The More Than Words guidebook is supported by an excellent teaching videotape.




