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Friday, 4th September 2026 
  

Important changes to taking Microbiology swabs 
from Monday, 21st September 2026 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
We are writing to let you know that from Monday, 21st September, we will be moving 
to new Copan ESwab® sample collection devices. After this time, the laboratory will 
be unable to process the current Amies blue top swabs (a picture is below for 
reference).  
 
This change is to allow the Centre for Laboratory Medicine (CfLM) to be able to 
process samples once the CHFT Microbiology service moves to the centre later this 
month as they use an automated platform (WASPlab) which requires liquid swabs. 
The use of this automated system improves the quality of setting up samples and 
efficiency within the laboratory leading to improved outcomes for patients. 
 
New stock will be delivered to GP practices from week commencing Monday, 7th 
September. Please note this should only be used from Monday, 21st September as 
they cannot be processed before this date. The blue top swabs should continue to 
be used until this date. If you have not received stock by Wednesday, 16th 
September, please contact CHFT supplies via Chris Roberts - 
Chris.Roberts2@cht.nhs.uk  
 
Once the new stock is delivered, there will be two types of swab for general 
cultures– pink and orange caps - that will replace your current blue top swabs.  
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Container description  DO USE for: DO NOT use for:  

Pink top  

 

General cultures (MC & S) 
from: 
Wounds, pus 
Nose 
Eye 
Throat 
Rectal 
Vaginal 

Chlamydia NAAT (PCR) 
Gonorrhoea NAAT (PCR) 
Trichomonas NAAT (PCR) 
Viral PCR 

Orange top  

 

General cultures (M,C & S) 
from: 
Ears 
Urogenital tract   
(GC culture only) 

Chlamydia NAAT (PCR) 
Gonorrhoea NAAT (PCR) 
Trichomonas NAAT (PCR) 
Viral PCR 

  
For contingency, the CfLM will continue to process the blue top swabs until Sunday, 
4th October, after which they will be rejected. 
 
GP practices can return surplus supplies of blue top swabs to CHFT after the 
changeover, via the usual transport route. For any enquiries, about supplies, please 
contact - Chris.Roberts2@cht.nhs.uk 
 
As this represents a change from current practice, there are videos available to 
support: 
 

• Pink top swab: biomerieux | Showpad 
• Orange top swab: biomerieux | Showpad 

 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Microbiology Service 
Lead    
   
Swapna Jose (until 21st 
September)  
swapna.jose@cht.nhs.uk 
 
Phone: 01422 22 (2762) 
or (3176) 
 

Pathology General 
Manager  
Jane Mackenzie (from 21st 
September)  
Jane.Mackenzie@cht.nhs.uk  
 

Clinical Lead  
Dr Anu Rajgopal 
anu.rajgopal@cht.nhs.uk  
 

For lab enquiries, please contact: 
 
Senior Biomedical Scientist (Microbiology) 
Zoe.Potter1@cht.nhs.uk 

Swabs to be used from 21/9/26 
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