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CHFT Microbiology Laboratory
service move to the Centre for
Laboratory Medicine (CfLM)

Information for GP practices

About the move to the Centre for Laboratory
Medicine (CfLM)

On Tuesday, 22" September 2026, the Microbiology Laboratory service at
Calderdale and Huddersfield NHS Foundation Trust (CHFT) will move to the Centre
for Laboratory Medicine (CfLM).

The CfLM is a brand-new, state of the art laboratory based at St James’ University
Hospital, Beckett Street, Leeds, LS9 7TF and is part of Leeds Teaching Hospitals
NHS Trust (LTHT).

The move is part of the West Yorkshire Pathology Partnership Strategy which will
bring more resilience, and consistent, clinically appropriate turnaround times for
patients across the region.

Once the move is complete all CHFT microbiology laboratory testing will be delivered
by the CfLM. There will be no microbiology laboratory service at Calderdale Royal
Hospital (CRH) or Huddersfield Royal Infirmary (HRI).

Key messages

1. CHFT microbiologists (consultants and resident doctors) will remain as CHFT
employees and will continue to liaise on test results and provide clinical
advice in the same way as they do now

2. The method for requesting tests and receiving results will remain the same.
Though as outlined in our communication on Tuesday, 8" September, GP
practices will need to activate WinPath on the ICE system ahead of Monday,
218t September 2026.

3. Tests will be requested via ICE/paper in the same way as now, samples will
continue to be sent to the Calderdale and Huddersfield pathology laboratory,
and results will be received back by ICE

4. Please note that some results out of WinPath are different to the current LIMS
(Apex), and may split a report which previously came through as one tab. Our
advice is to ensure that all tabs are reviewed.
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https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/Comms_for_GP_Practices_v4_LIMS_sent_on_08092026.pdf

5. There is no change to current transport times.
6. Below is a summary of the main changes in consumables to ensure that
samples can be processed on the new CfLM analysers.

Summary of consumables changes
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Please note that there is no change to how you order consumables.

A summary poster of correct swabs to use is enclosed with this communication.

2026)

Test Current Future Further
information
Urine containers Sarstedt boric acid (from 15t September | Copy of

communication
relating to the
transition to new
containers

Various tests -
swab changes

Aimes swabs

Liquid swabs (from
21st September
2026)

Copy of
communication

relating to the
swab changes

Summary of key changes to tests

Test

Change

Faeces MCS

Will be initially tested by PCR.

Turnaround times will improve (1-2 days).

Extended pathogens detected.

Report will say whether something has been DETECTED or

NOT detected.

Liquid culture for
Trichomonas
Vaginalis (TV)
will cease

It will be replaced with Nucleic Acid Amplification Testing
(NAAT) for TV investigations (abnormal vaginal discharge).

Key contact information following the CHFT move to

the CfLM

Topic of enquiry

Route of contact

Stock and supplies

No change — CHFT pathology supplies
Chris Roberts Chris.Roberts2@cht.nhs.uk
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https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/Transition_to_Sarstedt_Monovette_boric_acid_urine_collection_system_24062026.pdf
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/Transition_to_Sarstedt_Monovette_boric_acid_urine_collection_system_24062026.pdf
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/Transition_to_Sarstedt_Monovette_boric_acid_urine_collection_system_24062026.pdf
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/Transition_to_Sarstedt_Monovette_boric_acid_urine_collection_system_24062026.pdf
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/Transition_to_Sarstedt_Monovette_boric_acid_urine_collection_system_24062026.pdf
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/CHFT_Microbiology_swab_change_from_21_Sept_2026_-_information_for_GPs_FINAL_04092026.pdf
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/CHFT_Microbiology_swab_change_from_21_Sept_2026_-_information_for_GPs_FINAL_04092026.pdf
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/CHFT_Microbiology_swab_change_from_21_Sept_2026_-_information_for_GPs_FINAL_04092026.pdf
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/fileadmin/site_setup/contentUploads/Services/Clinical/Pathology/CHFT_Microbiology_swab_change_from_21_Sept_2026_-_information_for_GPs_FINAL_04092026.pdf
mailto:Chris.Roberts2@cht.nhs.uk

Tests and tubes (what
collection device to use,
how to use it, what test to
do)
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Test and tubes website Pathology tests & tubes -
Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust

Microbiology Clinical
advice

No change — CHFT microbiologists
On 01484355343 (Monday to Fri 09.00 to 17.00

Via CHFT switchboard for out of hours

PALs or complaints

No change — PALS
01484 343800 patientadvice@cht.nhs.uk

TATs/ sample status/
results enquiries

Lab general enquiries (Mon-Fri 08.30-17.00)
0113 392 3499

Transport

Calderdale Huddersfield Solutions (CHS)
01484 355318

Urgent samples

Mon-Fri 08.30-17.00 call the lab general enquiries line
and they will transfer you to the appropriate lab
section. 0113 392 3499

Weekends (daytime) only - 07880786778

Out of hours (after 5pm, before 8.30am) — no change

Via CHFT switchboard for out of hours.

Rejected samples

Lab general enquiries (Mon-Fri 08.30-17.00)
0113 392 3499

Add-ons

Microbiology Add on requests can only be done for
specimens already sent to Microbiology at the CfLM
lab.

Microbiology Add on requests cannot be done on
specimens sent to Biochemistry or Haematology.
Add on requests are not accepted via telephone.

Please use Order Comms system to make a new
request. In the clinical details section, fill in ‘Add on,
sample already sent’

Further information

All communication about the CHFT move to the CfLM is available on the CHFT
website on the Pathology service pages: Pathology - Calderdale and Huddersfield

NHS Foundation Trust
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leedsth.nhs.uk%2Fservices%2Fpathology%2Ftests%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKamal.Wrathall%40cht.nhs.uk%7C70c5fe046002423ed9db08df0ccfb0f2%7Ca2467a44f21b47538241e03a3d26a01f%7C0%7C0%7C639243758297457845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y89LRlIIjfNM%2FoAVJegpZQ%2BhPNiqKZsLQ2Y5i%2Bp09EY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leedsth.nhs.uk%2Fservices%2Fpathology%2Ftests%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKamal.Wrathall%40cht.nhs.uk%7C70c5fe046002423ed9db08df0ccfb0f2%7Ca2467a44f21b47538241e03a3d26a01f%7C0%7C0%7C639243758297457845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y89LRlIIjfNM%2FoAVJegpZQ%2BhPNiqKZsLQ2Y5i%2Bp09EY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:patientadvice@cht.nhs.uk
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/services/clinical-services/pathology
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/services/clinical-services/pathology

